








HIGHLIGHT 5

SAMPLE FORMAT FOR ESD


Introduction: Begin with an introduction to the site and a statement of purpose for the ESD, including: 

• Site name and location; 
• Identification of lead and support agencies; 
• Citation of CERCLA section 117(c) and NCP section 300.435(c)(2)(i); 
• Summary of the circumstances that gave rise to the need for an ESD; 
• Statement that the ESD will become part of the Administrative Record File (NCP 300.825(a)(2)); and 
• Address of location where the File is available and hours of availability of the File. 

Summary of Site History, Contamination Problems, and Selected Remedy: Summarize the following aspects of 
the site or operable unit: 

• The contamination problems and site history, including the date on which the ROD was signed; and 
• The selected remedy, as originally described in the ROD. 

Description of the Significant Differences and the Basis for those Differences: Summarize the significant 
changes to the remedy and the basis for making those changes, including: 

•	 Information that gave rise to significant differences from the selected remedy as it was originally specified 
which could include the following: (1) the results of treatability studies; or (2) other information developed or 
provided during the remedial design process that supports the change. Reference any information in the 
Administrative Record File that supports the need for the change. 

•	 Description of the significant differences between the remedy as presented in the ROD and the action now 
proposed. As appropriate, this description should summarize the differences in scope, performance, or cost 
between the original and modified remedies, as necessary. For example: 

Original Remedy 

Excavation and incineration of 
7,500 cubic yards of contaminated 
soil. 

Air stripping and ground-water 
restoration. 

Modified Remedy 

Excavation and incineration of 
11,500 cubic yards of contaminated 
soil. 

Carbon adsorption for ground-water 
restoration. 

Support Agency Comments:  Include a summary of support agency comments on the ESD. 

Affirmation of the Statutory Determinations: Affirm that the modified remedy continues to satisfy the 
requirements of CERCLA section 121 by including a statement such as the following: 

“Considering the new information that has been developed and the changes that have been made to the selected 
remedy, the [lead and support agencies] believe that the remedy remains protective of human health and the 
environment, complies with federal and state requirements that were identified [(1) in the ROD/(2) in the ESD] as 
applicable or relevant and appropriate to this remedial action (at the time [(1) the original ROD/(2) this ESD] was 
signed), and is cost-effective. In addition, the revised remedy utilizes permanent solutions and alternative treatment 
(or resource recovery) technologies to the maximum extent practicable for this site.” 

Public Participation Activities: Document compliance with the appropriate public participation requirements: 

•	 That notice has been issued that the contents of the Administrative Record File are available for public review 
and comment; and 

•	 The date of planned public information meetings, if applicable. (EPA is not required to hold public meetings on 
ESDs but may choose to do so if warranted by public interest.) 


